ilATHURA.                                      301

MATHURA.

From Paryatra, the pilgrim continues, a journey of above 500 li
eastwards brought him to the country called Mo (or Mety-Pu-lo
(or Mathura).

This name is translated in some Chinese glossaries by
"Peacock", as if Mayura. It is also said to "be derived
from madhu, honey, as if the spelling of the name
were Madhura Mr Growse considers that the word is proba-
bly connected with the Sanskrit root math, "to churn",
"the churn forming a prominent feature in all poetical
descriptions of the local scenery".1 In connection with
this it is interesting to observe that in a Buddhist scrip-
ture a sick bhikshu is represented as unable to obtain
milk at Mathura.2 There was also a story of a great*
giant Madhu from whom the name of the city and district
was derived. This also points to the form Madhura.

Yuan-chuang describes the country of Mathura as being above
5000 li in circuit, its capital being above twenty li in circuit.
The soil, he says, was very fertile and agriculture was the chief
business: mango trees were grown in orchards at the homesteads
of the people: there were two kinds of this fruit, one small an^
becoming yellow when ripe, and the other large and remaining
green. The country produced also a fine striped cotton cloth
and gold: its climate was hot: the manners and customs of the
inhabitants were good: the people believed in the working l)f
karma, and paid respect to moral and intellectual eminence.
There were in the district above twenty Buddhist monasteries,
and above 2000 Brethren who were diligent students of both
"Vehicles". There were also five Deva-Temples and the pro-
fessed adherents of the different non-Buddhist sects lived
pell-mell.

When Fa-hsien visited this country he also found 20
monasteries but he estimated the number of Brethren as
about 3000.3

We now come to a passage which presents some serious
difficulties. It seems to be faulty both in form and sub-

1  Growse's Mathura p. 73 (2* ed.).   See below p. 311-

2  A-yu-wang-ehing, ch. 9.
* To-kuo-chi, ch. 16.